The Forest Lyceum

A Lecture Series at the Douglas, Hunt, and Norfolk Libraries
January through March 2014 - Reservations are required.*

January 18 — Norfolk Library (4 pm reception, 4:30 pm book talk and signing)

Jeffrey R. Walker, Ph.D.

Professor of Earth Science and Geography, Vassar College, Poughkeepsie, NY
President of the John Burroughs Association, American Museum of Natural History, New York

Signs & Seasons
(John Burroughs, 1886, Introduction and Commentary by Jeffrey Walker, 2006, Syracuse Univ. Press)

Renowned as a pioneer of the new school of nature
writing and among the most widely read authors of his time,
John Burroughs has had a profound influence on our
appreciation of nature. Signs & Seasons, originally published in
1886, provides an excellent introduction to the extensive work
of one of America's great writers. Because the essays were
collected and arranged by Burroughs himself, they offer a
synoptic view of his complex and many-sided genius. The
collection covers a wide range of Burroughs’s interests,
including plants and animals, the wilderness, pastoral
landscapes, and the methods and goals of the naturalist.

An authoritative new introduction by Jeff Walker makes
Burroughs’ work relevant to the twenty-first century, not only
through Burroughs’ excellent natural history writing but also
through his beliefs about community, sustainability, and social
justice. Additional notes give historical and scientific context for
each essay and offer the reader fresh insight into his work.

The Trustees, Staff, and Friends of the
Great Mountain Forest gratefully
acknowledge the sponsorship of the
2014 Forest Lyceum by
Ackerly Brown LLP, Attorneys-at-Law
Bantam, Connecticut
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